Lower This Temperature:  Help Us Protect Our Precious Records!
Smithfield’s archives holds thousands of one-of-a-kind paper documents, some dating back to the 1700s.  These paper records, most of them written with pen and ink, are housed in a wonderful, spacious room where they can be preserved – and used – for many years into the future.  It is a part of our church’s mission to keep safe and make available these historical records, a good portion of them containing invaluable information about the thousands of persons and families who have been part of Smithfield’s history since 1782.  Hardly a week goes past without inquiries that these records help to answer.
Unfortunately, these records are in a structure, built during the 1920s, that provides no system to regulate the temperature and relative humidity levels found in the archives.  While the absence of a climate-control system can make researchers and others in the archives a bit uncomfortable during the hot and humid summer and during the dry winter, these unpleasant conditions for humans are not the critical problem that must be addressed:  that problem is the damage caused by fluctuating temperatures and relative humidity levels (temperatures as high as 110 degrees in summer and a relative humidity typically below 20% during the winter).    
Such extreme conditions inexorably damage the paper on which invaluable information is written and the ink that enables us to read what was written on that paper; moreover, the repeated fluctuations from very high to lower temperatures and from very dry to higher relative humidity levels can be even more destructive for both paper and ink.  
If we do not act, Smithfield’s unique and priceless historic records will be irreparably damaged and, ultimately, lost forever.  
Would you like to help?  We have a goal of installing in the archives by January 1, 2015, an automated climate-control system enabling us to keep these temperature and humidity levels fairly stable (at about 70 degrees and a relative humidity of about 50%) throughout the year, year after year.  In order to purchase and install such a system, we are seeking to raise $2,000 through small contributions (large ones will not be refused!) from those who want to help, whether or not they have any family connections to Smithfield United Church of Christ.

Lowering the temperature on this thermometer each degree from 110 degrees down to the 70 degrees that will be optimal for these archival records will take only $50.  How many degrees can you bring the temperature down?
You can send your tax-deductible contributions to



Smithfield U.C.C. Archives



620 Smithfield Street



Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222
